Rhetorical Questions
“I wonder, by my troth, what thou and I did, till we loved? 
But sucked on country pleasures, childishly? Or snorted we in the Seven Sleepers’ den?”
The above two to three lines are rhetoric questions extracted from the poem, The Good Morrow by John Donne. A rhetoric question is a stylistic device used in poetry for persuasion or influencing the reader of a poem. They are in a form of questions, only that such questions do not require answers in return. They are therefore asked with a particular purpose or intention rather than providing a direct answer to them.
According to the above lines, it is true that the poet provokes the reader of the poem to think by asking his lover how each of them used to live before they knew each other. This is a question that makes the reader think and imagine about the various possibilities of how life was to this two people before they met.  He tries to compare his previous life to the present life. He engages the mind of the reader by asking the second question, “…but sucked on the country, childishly? ...” creating an impression that his past or child life was so meaningless without his beloved.
[bookmark: _GoBack]The writer instills more persuasion into the mind of the reader by asking the third question. It is persuasive in that he claims that the life he lived in the past without his beloved was like that of the seven sleepers who spent years sleeping. The rhetoric questions helps the reader to evaluate the importance of the writer’s beloved by comparing his current love life to the past. This questions are not meant to be answered by the reader directly, but rather to help him figure out the real message or purpose of the writing.  

